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By ERWIN HINCKLEY BARBOUR

The mounted sketleton of Eubelodon morrilli was installed
in the west wall case of Elephant Hall December 31, 1931,
and has attracted the attention and favorable comments of
citizens and other guests. It should be explained that the
case in which it is displayed is ten feet deep, sixteen feet high,
and extends the length of the hall. Altogether it is a large
and impressive mount which reflects credit upon its preparators, and is an important and instructive addition to the
Morrill Palaeontological Collections. The pose is spirited and
interesting, and the action is all that can be expected of a
cumbersome beast such as an elephant.
Because of the unusual number of mastodon remains found
in Nebraska, citizens of the state are becoming familiar with
the various forms of our native elephants. They can see in
the accompanying figure the long skull and jaw and the low
brow, characteristic of the early mastodons, commonly called
four-tuskers. It was much later in time that the skulls of
mastodons and mammoths became pugged, a very expressive
English term. Tusks are wanting in the mandible of Eubelodon. The upper tusks, however, are well developed, point
forward, and curve downward, unlike the later mastodons,
mammoths and modern elephants, in which they curve upward. Guests unfamiliar with these facts often wonder if
the tusks are not mounted incorrectly.
The early elephants lacked the ponderous size of the later
ones such as those commonly called mammoths. Even so, they
were very large as may be seen on making comparisons with
the size and height of the two preparators. Eubelodon morrilli
has a larger and much more massive frame than any living
elephant, the limb bones being noticeably heavier and rougher.
The accompanying restoration, though hastily sketched,
conveys a fair conception of Eubelodon morrilli in the flesh.
Having a good skeleton as a model, one versed in the use of
pencil Qr brush can readily invest bare bones with flesh, sinew,
and hide. No flight of the imagination is necessary, and it is
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quite possible to faithfully portray extinct creatures much
as they must have appeared in life. In the case of proboscideans it seems less difficult than is ordinarily the case for
the reason that the bodies of all are esentially alike. Their
bodies underwent no fundamental progressive changes, but
remained generalized and of one pattern.
In the case of the skull it is a wholly different matter. The
latter with its jaw, grinding teeth, admirable tusks, and remarkable proboscis, exemplifies vigorous progressive changes
and consequent specialization. So similar are the bodies of
all that if heads and bodies were interchang~d there would
be no serious misfit. A fine parallel is to be noted in that.
underestimated group of animals, the oreodonts of this state.
They, too, had generalized bodies, with heads so varied and
specialized as to strain credulity.
This unique specimen was dug out of the rim of the canyon
known as Devil's Gulch, Brown County, Nebraska by A. C.
Whitford and the writer. The skull, mandible, stray parts,
and pelvis were found together. Nearby was found a series
of 14 thoraic vertebrae with ribs attached. These have
not been disarticulated and are mounted as found.
The skull, jaw, and certain skeletal parts of this specimen
were figured and described in Bulletin 33 Volume 4, of the
Nebraska Geological Survey, and call for no comment here.
The refined and unusual mural, serving as a background,
was painted by Elizabeth Dolan, who visited Devil's Gulch
and made preliminary sketches on the ground.
The following classification gives the taxonomic position of
Eubelodon.
Order PROBOSCIDEA. Proboscideans.
Family. Moeritheriidae. Moeritheres. Upper Eocene. An
early elephant about the size of a pig.
Family. Elephantidae, Dinothere, Mastodon, Mammotl
and Elephants.
Sub-family. Dinotheriinae. Dinotheres.
Sub-family. Mastodontinae. Mastodons such as (1)
Phiomia, (2) Palaeomastodon, (3) Trilophodon, (4)
Tetrabelodon (Gomphotherium) and Eubelodon belong
here. (5) Tetralophodon (Dibelodon) and, (6) Mastodon.
Fig. 152.-Eubelodon morrilli. Skeleton recently mounted and in~;
stalled in Elephant Hall. The Morrill Palaeontological Collections,
The Nebraska State Museum. Specimen No. 1-11-13. The two
preparators, Mr. Henry Reider, left, and Mr. Eugene Vanderpool,':
right, serve to give a better idea of proportions.

246

THE NEBRASKA STATE MUSEUM

Sub-family. Elephantinae, mammoths, and true elephants. Stegodon Elephas indicus the Asiatic elephant,
living.
Loxodonta africana the African elephant, living.
The skeleton of Eubelodon morrilli was mounted by Mr.
Henry Reider assisted by Mr. Eugene Vanderpool, class of
1933, The University of Nebraska.

Fig. 153.-Eubelodon morrilli, a conjectural r estoration.
charcoal sketch. The mandible is tuskless.
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MEASUREMENTS
Length
Total length of skeleton from the tip of the tusks to the tip of the
tail, 17 feet, 7 in. (5 M., 26 cm.).
Maximum length to tip of tusks, exclusive of tail, 14 feet, 5 in.
(4 M., 41 cm.)
Maximum length to tip of jaw, exclusive of tail, 10 feet, 10 in. (3 M.,
93 cm.)
Height
Shoulder to ground, 2 M. , 37 cm.
Hips to ground, 2 M., 29 cm.
Top of head to ground, 2 M., 8 5 cm.

The University of Nebraska,
Lincoln, March, 1932.
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